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single explanation. Forty years ago he arrived at two
philosophies. They were Radicalism and Imperial-
ism. On this basis his dizziest somersaults become
rational and almost inevitable.
What are the elements of heredity and environment
whieh have made Winston Churchill the most feared
of foes, the most formidable of controversialists, and
at last the most universally admired individual in our
public life? He never forgets, nor should his critics
allow themselves to forget, that he is a grandson of a
Duke and a direct descendant of Maryborough.
Biology decrees that he shall always be lighting; his
nature needs victory as keenly as it loves battle. It
has often been said that he belongs to the harder-
hitting Edwardian school of politicians, lie was born
in 1874. But had his birth been postponed for thirty
years Winston Churchill would have always found
opponents to hit and foes to wound. His father, Lord
Randolph Churchill, lived for a mere forty-five years,
the last twenty of which were devoted to a political
career of terrific, fearless and aggressive activity. By
the time he was thirty-seven lie had been Secretary of
State for India, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and
leader of the House of Commons. At the Treasury
his principle was economy and he was determined to
have his own way. When the First Lord of the
Admiralty and the Secretary of State for War, with
the support of the Prime Minister, Lord Salisbury,
refused to comply with Lord Randolph's notions of
retrenchment, he resigned. It seems that he had con-
ceived about himself the doctrine of indispcnsability
and supposed that Salisbury would give way and
apologetically insist on his resumption of office. He
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